Homework
A range of strategies to try, which may make homework more meaningful, acceptable or easier for students with Asperger Syndrome.

Every student is different, these are all strategies which have been used successfully with at least on and usually more students, but not with all! This is a menu of possible ideas.
· Try to logically explain why homework is important and the role it plays in learning. This could be through a flow diagram leading to a desired outcome for that student e.g. good exam marks, a place at college, working in a desired profession, to get a job to earn money to support interest

· Consider re-naming homework e.g. ‘extended study’

· A homework club at school so the work is done in school time

· Break down homework into manageable tasks, each on a separate bit of paper – this means each one will be finished quicker and there is a sense of achievement

· Use a Dictaphone for recording homework/relaying the message home

· Have homework on sticky labels to put into homework diary

· Highlight key aspects of homework

· Play to their visual strengths – use mind mapping, flow charts, thinking maps, graphic organisers

· Reduce the amount of time spent on homework. Tony Attwood recommends 30 minutes maximum unless the student wants to spend more time on it

At home:

· Create good routines and clear expectations, time limits.

· Create a space which will be conducive to studying for the individual student. A quiet area.

· Work with students to set up a homework timetable which is achievable – this may be short blocks interspersed with activities around personal preferences/interests

· Have a set time for homework time e.g. 15 minutes chill time then homework

· Homework timetable or calendar on the wall

· Check homework diary regularly

· Stay in school clothes for half an hour homework time before changing into ‘home clothes’ (this did work with one student!)

· Regular contact with school. This could be via a diary or log book, email, phone contact. Teacher expectations can then be communicated clearly e.g. amount of time to be spent on a task
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