[image: image1.jpg]


A teaching activity to support the language development of pupils with MLD
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How it works


Children are asked to discuss or investigate an issue working in pairs. After a set amount of time for initial discussion, the pairs join another pair to form a group of four and share their findings. The fours then combine to make groups of eight and once again have time to share thoughts or come to a compromise. Then the eights form sixteens, eventually getting to a whole class plenary, maybe including one agreed position or statement on the issue. 


Who it helps


This exercise ensures that all pupils are actively involved from the outset and will build skills in listening and asking relevant questions as well as presenting a spoken argument, and sequencing points logically. It also targets a range of group working and discussion skills. Students with language difficulties and MLD will benefit from having a degree of repetition and reinforcement built into the stages of the exercise allowing them to practise new vocabulary, get a solid grasp of the issues involved and practise stating their opinion. Extra support prior to this exercise targeting, e.g. relevant vocabulary or talking through the issues involved will be very helpful.


When and where


This exercise can be used to develop Speaking and Listening skills within almost any aspect of the curriculum, and will work well with an age range from KS 1 – 3. It could be used, for example, within PHSE to seek pupils’ views on important points to be included within a policy on bullying, or to develop an outline of a character and their motives, from a book read with the class.


Preparation:


While this exercise is running, pupils should be clear about what Speaking, Listening and Discussion skills are being practised. Make these explicit through teacher instructions prior to beginning and have reminders, praise and a score sheet throughout the exercise
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