Vocabulary activities - taken from Key Stage 3 National Strategy
	1. write key words on the board as they are used


	2. Personal word books in which pupils record words as they introduced to them

	3. Highlighted key words in work sheets, notes and text


	4. ‘Jigsaw cards’ – pupils match words with definitions

	5. Read through the list so that students hear the words and repeat them


	6. ‘Lucky Dip’ - pupil picks a word and explains what they know about it

	7. Displays in rooms of key words/word banks


	8. Group words/concepts – the whole group arrange words and their definitions into themes and concepts

	9. Making sentences – pupils make sentences using the words in the box to show their meanings


	10. ‘Just a minute’ – pupils select a word from the box and talk for a minute about it

	11. ‘Guess my word’ – pupil picks a word and talks about it without saying the word. Rest of the group have to guess the word as quickly as possible


	12 ‘Draw my word’ – a version of the game ‘Pictionary’. Individuals pick a word out of the box and draw it for the rest of the group in 30 seconds

	13. Wordsearch – with definitions


	14. ‘Word bingo’ where the teacher reads out the definition and the pupils strike out the word on their cards

	15. ‘Blockbusters’ – a version of the TV game in which pupils or teams compete against each other to cross a frame made up of initial letter, for which definitions of subject-specific vocabulary are given
	16. Anagrams

	17. Subject –specific dictionaries


	18. Word banks of subject specific words located on writing frames

	19. Interactive glossaries – lists of subject-specific vocabulary to which pupils add definitions at the end of lessons in which words have been introduced


	20. Crosswords

	21. Calligram posters – visual representations of words that reflect their meaning


	22. pupils create mnemonics for subject specific vocabulary

	23. Icons alongside words – icons or symbols alongside subject-specific words


	24. word cluster posters

	25. Cloze passages with subject-specific words omitted
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