Narrative Skills
Ways of giving structure to oral and written narrative

· Story planners, based on a story grammar system. Have a range available from basic (who, when, where, what happened), expanded (how do characters feel? what was the problem?) and more complex (several episodes, high point, resolution, reactions)

· Spend time focusing on understanding story structure: teach story grammar, analyse stories/recounts into components, talk about why a report didn’t work, what could have been better etc.

· Build in rehearsal time, and work with students to make best use of this. What do you do within that time? Make a plan, pull out key pieces of information/words, order etc. 
· Common template for specific subject areas e.g. Science report format, headings, design method in DT

· ‘Sign post’ with sequencing vocabulary  first, then, next, and in the end. Use these as discrete prompts for oral reporting. Use subject specific versions  the conclusion was…., the outcome was…, we predicted that…, our hypothesis was…
· Flow charts, with boxes for different pieces of information logically  leading through a sequence
· Thinking Maps Hyerle D (1996) Visual Tools for constructing knowledge Alexandria VA Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development
· Single word or symbol prompts to cue in each ‘bit’ of the story, recount, report – jotted down

· Use fingers to ‘count off’ each bit of information to form the recount, report or story
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